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a right to a great deal more. The King in Council issued pro-
clamations at pleasure and, provided tht^c did not invent new
crimes or impose new taxes, they passed unchallenged. It is
to the PRIVY COUNCIL we must look to find the power that
enforced the remarkable interference with social rather than
political matters. It consisted, in 1553, of forty members of
whom only eighteen were peers, the rest commoner^, and all
were servants of the king. A wise monarch consulted and used
them, the unwise overrode them with temporary impunity.
Such a body, determined to see peace and order in e\ery corner
of the realm, working in an age when the royal power was only
vaguely defined and when a popular monarch acting in conceit
with such a band of devoted adherents could stretch it con-
siderably, was able to effect much. Its instruments were two.
To the Justices of the Peace was given the power to order and
control locally. It was they who fixed wages and pores; they
who controlled, in this case in conjunction with special com-
missioners, the corn trade; they who were responsible for the
relief of the poor and the proper performance of their duties by
constable ami overseer. Usually nominees of the Crown, though
some boroughs had the right to elect their own justices, they
were very definitely the servants of the Council. They made
monthly reports of all that occurred in their district, they wrote
to ask advice, and were sharply pulled tip if they indulged Jn
any irregularity*

So much for the administration, but how were the decrees
enforced and powerful and recalcitrant magnates compelled ?
For this purpose two penal instruments were at hand, the COURTS
of the STAR CHAMBER and of REQUESTS, Actually they were
Committees of the Privy Council, and their legality as Law Courts
was doubtful, but for a long time they were extremely popular
with all except the wealthy and powerful Tenants oppressed
by the ' custom of the manor', townsmen fighting the narrow
oligarchy that sought only its own interests appealed to the
Court of Requests with a fair chancu of success, which would
never have been theirs in the Courts of Common Law, For